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Introduction  

Willow School is an independent day school for pupils in Key Stage 2 and 3 with communication, 

interaction, cognition and learning needs who have an Education, Health and Care Plan. We welcome 

pupils to our nurturing school and aim to provide a calm environment for all of our children. Willow 

School holds its values and drivers at its core and ensures that the well-being of pupils remain at the 

front and centre of everything that is done. We aim to provide pupils with a broad and engaging 

education to ensure they are equipped with the life skills, social skills and knowledge to succeed as 

they progress to the next stage of their education. 

Legislation 

This policy reflects the requirements for Independent Schools to provide full-time supervised 

education for pupils of compulsory school age (construed in accordance with section 8 of the 

Education Act 1996). This gives pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, 

human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative education as per The Education (independent 

Schools Standards) Regulations 2014 and the National Curriculum where the school delivers those 

programs of study.  

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and 

Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations 

of governing boards set out in: 

 

• The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations (2014)  

• Education Inspection Handbook – Ofsted November 2019 

• Non-association independent school inspection handbook - Ofsted October 2019 

• Governance Handbook - DfE March 2019 (non-statutory guidance for academies, multi-

academy trusts and maintained schools) 

• A Competency Framework for Governance – DfE January 2017  

Vision  

At Willow School, we aim to grow together, through nurture, learning and enrichment, enabling 

pupils to gain the skills and resilience to thrive in the wider world.  

Curriculum Aims  

Our curriculum aims to: 

• Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that’s coherently planned and 

sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning and 

employment. 

• Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to 

choose and apply these in relevant situations 

• Allows pupils to make both the social, emotional and academic progress they are capable of 



 

 

 

• To fill gaps and provide opportunities to deepen knowledge and increase skills 

• Equip pupils with the strategies and skills to become independent 

• Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

• Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable 

them to be active 

• Promote a positive attitude towards learning 

• Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and 

appropriate levels of challenge and support 

• Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life 

• Develop pupils’ independent learning skills and resilience, to equip them for further/higher 

education and employment 

These curriculum aims are underpinned by our values: 

• Grow: We aim to equip our pupils with the skills to enable them to grow and be ready for the 

next stage within their education. 

• Achieve: Our curriculum is planned and supported to ensure all of our pupils achieve their 

goals. 

• Inspire: Our curriculum provides a broad range of skills, knowledge, enrichment and 

opportunities to inspire our pupils in school and into their futures. 

• Nurture: Our school and staff provide a warm and nurturing environment where all pupils feel 

safe. Our curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to learn skills to support their own 

mental health and develop social skills with others. 

Curriculum Statement 

At Willow School, we strive to provide a range of opportunities and enriching experiences for all our 

pupils. Our aspiration is for every pupil to develop the knowledge and skills to succeed and thrive in 

the next stage of their education and into society. Our curriculum has been carefully planned and 

adapted to equip our pupils with a broad range of opportunities to inspire them and help them to 

grow and flourish.  

We provide a clear focus on the world around us, both locally and globally, planning immersive 

opportunities for trips and visitors, to develop our pupil’s awareness of the world around them and 

develop their own identity as a citizen within it. As a school, we explore our local area, providing an 

understanding of what the children know, to enable them to make links between the local area into 

the wider world. We encourage our staff to continue to hone, develop and refine their understanding 

of the pedagogy that lies behind our curriculum, recognising how children learn and the different 

stages in their cognitive development, so that they can scaffold the curriculum appropriately, 

ensuring access for all. We believe that, by encouraging pupils to become more active in their 

learning, they are able to know and remember more. 



 

 

 

Through a curriculum that is both engaging and relevant, that promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural 

and physical development of our pupils, we work with our families and communities to help to 

prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences in later life in our society. PSHE 

is at the heart of our curriculum and we prioritise the mental health of our pupils. We know that once 

this is secure, learning and engagement become much simpler. Our lessons include ways in which 

children can keep themselves safe, manage their own well-being, develop life and communication 

skills and we ensure our schools teach Relationships and Sex Education following government 

guidelines.  

We recognise pupil’s self-awareness, and awareness of other’s, develops as they mature and that this 

has a significant impact on their ability to relate to and learn about the world we live in. We develop 

interesting and appropriate enrichment experiences to help pupils to become self-aware individuals, 

enabling them to learn to make connections and begin to empathise with themes such as tolerance, 

responsibility and culture around the world.  

Curriculum Drivers  

When designing our curriculum, we carefully considered the needs of our pupils and ensured these 

sat at the forefront of our vision. With this in mind, our curriculum drivers of wellbeing, 

communication and being worldly wise are at the heart of our school and remain threaded 

throughout our Willow Curriculum. Our drivers underpin everything that we do at Willow and enable 

our pupils to grow and flourish. 

Wellbeing:  Each day, well-being time is built into the curriculum and tailored for each pupil. We know 

that well-being is paramount and must be met before pupil’s can begin on their educational journey. 

PSHE is a key component in our curriculum and teaches pupils ways to manage their own mental 

health, learn about themselves and provides time for reflections. 

Communication: Communication is key to learning and to life. We aim to equip our pupil’s with 

communication skills, as well as, broad opportunities to communicate in different ways and with 

different people.  

Worldly-wise: The World Around Us curriculum underpins our termly topics and provides 

opportunities to learn about the world both globally and locally. We aim for our pupils to thrive in 21st 

century Britain and into the wider world and therefore provide the knowledge and skills to do this 

across all of our curriculum. 

Our Curriculum  

Maths Vision and Intent 

We aim to ensure that all children have success in developing mathematical knowledge and skills so 

that they know more and remember more and that all are best prepared for the next stage of their 

education and for life.   

 



 

 

 

We recognise that thinking mathematically is a life skill and without the successful teaching of 

mathematics in education we severely limit the opportunities available to our pupils and for this reason 

mathematics is held with such prominence at Willow School.  

 

How Maths is taught 

On arrival, children will initially be assessed through our bespoke points system. This will ascertain 

each pupils abilities, needs and gaps – enabling the curriculum to be tailored to their individual needs. 

Any key gaps will then form targets on the child’s support plan and will be worked on regularly.  

Maths is taught on a daily basis at Willow School. This is sequenced in a clear and progressive way, 

with small, accessible steps for learning. It is delivered in a visual, pictorial and kinaesthetic way to 

enable engagement and understanding, as well as verbal discussions to develop communication. 

Throughout the year, on-going assessment takes place to measure the knowledge learnt and identify 

any gaps for further focus. 

Our maths curriculum will be supplemented with additional resources to ensure accessible, 

challenging and engaging lessons for all of our pupils. This includes: 

• Maths Reasoning and Problem solving – provides challenges and stretch relating to current 

learning 

We aim for our pupils to leave Willow School equipped for the next stage of education and therefore 

place emphasis on revisiting core maths concepts to ensure they are embedded. These concepts 

underpin other mathematical areas and it is essential they are secure before pupils learn new areas.  

English Vision and Intent  

At Willow School we want children to become lifelong readers, confident communicators and eager 

writers.  

 

Our curriculum has been planned to develop children’s love and happiness of reading, writing and 

discussion. This will prepare them for future success within the wider world. We recognise the 

importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and 

accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. The teaching of writing through 

a text base approach will provide children the opportunity to communicate and explore with the 

world further than their own town, thus developing aspirations children may have.   

We want to inspire everyone to be confident and happy in the art of speaking and listening and who 

can use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe that children need to 

develop a secure knowledge-base in English, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they 

advance through the primary and secondary curriculum. A secure basis in English skills is crucial to a 

high-quality education and will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a member 

of society.  

 



 

 

 

Our curriculum drivers of worldy wise, wellbeing and communication run clearly through our 

cohesive, progressive English curriculum.  

 

 

 

How English is taught 

On arrival, children will initially be assessed through our bespoke points system. This will ascertain 

each pupils abilities, needs and gaps – enabling the curriculum to be tailored to their individual needs. 

Any key gaps will then form targets on the child’s support plan and will be worked on regularly.  

English is taught on a daily basis at Willow School. To engage pupils, we use Drawing Club which uses 

books, media, imagination and art to encourage reluctant writers to begin their writing journey. This 

sequentially builds skills and stamina to enable pupils to move towards writing for a purpose and 

audience. 

Following Drawing Club, pupils will focus on a text type with links made to the children’s interests. 

This enables pupils to be immersed in different text types and understand their purpose. During a unit 

of work, pupils will look at a range of high-quality model texts, explore the key features, learn how to 

include these and progressively build towards writing their own text. This will all take place in small 

steps and each child’s outcome will be tailored and appropriate to their abilities.  

Throughout Key Stage Two, children will have the opportunity to learn the features of different 

genres and build upon these in a spiral way. As pupils enter Key Stage Three, their skills and 

knowledge will be used to take a purpose and write to fit this and their audience. Their reading will be 

a part of this with book studies, reading and comprehension skills linking closely with their written 

work. 

Our English curriculum will be supplemented with learning and resources from: 

• Literacy Shed Plus – provides visual and written prompts to structure writing and inspire 

children 

• Grammarsaurus – provides resources and structure for the place value of punctuation and 

grammar, as well as extensive high-quality model texts and resources 

How Reading is taught 

Reading is taught on a daily basis at Willow School. Each child will receive different provision 

dependent on their needs and abilities. This may be through: 

• Daily phonics 

• Reading comprehension 

• Book studies 



 

 

 

All children, whether accessing phonics or not, will be a part of whole class reading and discussions to 

develop enquiry and comprehension skills from an early stage. Whole class reading follows a weekly 

theme, and includes a variety of texts, picture books, poems, non-fiction and even songs. Following 

the text, class discussions will take place supporting vocabulary, inference, predication, explanation, 

retrieval and summarising. This ensures pupils develop a range of skills, as well as being exposed to a 

variety of text types and genres, ensuring they become worldy-wise.  

Pupils within Key Stage 3 will engage within extended book studies, focusing on a key text and 

responses to develop a deeper understanding of higher-level texts, where appropriate. 

During the week, there will be regular opportunities for pupils to hear and enjoy stories and books to 

develop reading for pleasure and to inspire children. There will be opportunities to visit the school 

library and select books to develop phonics, reading and also for enjoyment.  

Phonics and Spelling 

Willow School uses Little Wandle as its phonics scheme. Pupils will be assessed on entry using the 

Placement Assessment, which identifies where to enter the Little Wandle programme or if it is 

needed. Where appropriate, phonics will be taught to pupils in differing ways and they will be 

streamed to their appropriate group: 

• Daily phonics (for those accessing phase phonics) 

• Daily keep up (daily sessions to support those struggling with phonics) 

• Rapid catch-up phonics (a refresher for those who already have their phonics sounds 

We teach phonics for up to 30 minutes a day. Initially, we build from 10-minute lessons, with 

additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson as quickly as possible. Each Friday, we 

review the week’s teaching to help children become fluent readers. Summative assessments will take 

place every six weeks to monitor progress, identify any gaps and consider whether daily keep up is 

needed.  

Whilst pupils are receiving phonics, their reading books will be decodable and matched to their 

current sounds.   

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) Vision  

At Willow School, we teach PSHE as a whole-school approach to underpin children’s development as 

people and because we believe that this also supports their learning capacity.  

Our PSHE lessons are supported by The Jigsaw Programme, which offers us a comprehensive, 

carefully thought-through scheme of work which brings consistency and progression to our children’s 

learning in this vital curriculum area. The Jigsaw Programme is supplemented by our own well-being 

frameworks and strategies which are embedded across school – including well-being areas, check in 

stations and additional curriculum enrichment. In addition to this, we provide a range of external 



 

 

 

speakers, trips and celebrations to further develop our pupils Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural skills 

and knowledge. 

Through our weekly sessions, we aim to provide our pupils with the knowledge, skills and strategies 

needed to support themselves in school, at home and further into the wider world – both mentally 

and physically - through our PSHE curriculum. Pupils are taught in a relaxed and ‘safe to speak’ 

environment, where they feel comfortable to listen, engage and learn, through a combination of 

team-building games, meditation, talking time and group and individual activities. The sessions 

provide challenge and help the pupils consider their aspirations and how to reach their goals, as well 

as staying safe as they enter the wider world. The lessons teach children about our diverse world and 

provide opportunities to communicate and challenge differing and similar perceptions and beliefs 

close to home and around the globe.  

Our PSHE curriculum supports the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of pupil’s aspects 

required under the Independent School Standards, as well as significantly contributing to the school’s 

Safeguarding and Equality Duties and the Government’s British Values agenda. It also meets the DfE 

guidance for Relationships and Sex Education which is taught on a yearly basis. 

 

How PSHE is taught 

PSHE is taught on a weekly basis in every classroom and follows the Jigsaw programme. Each lesson 

includes a social skills game, mediation, reflection, discussion and an opportunity to respond to the 

learning. Key concepts will be revisited throughout the week to ensure consolidation.  

 

Each year a cycle is followed to ensure mixed age classes are taught different sessions year on year. 

Lessons are planned to ensure that key knowledge is developed over time and over the course of 

each PSHE unit. Key knowledge is reviewed by the children and rigorously checked and consolidated 

by the teacher at the end of each unit of work. Each unit is revisited each year to allow for a 

progression of skills and knowledge:  

 

Term Puzzle (Unit) Content 

Autumn 1: Being Me in My 

World 

Includes understanding my own identity and how I fit well in the 

class, school and global community. Jigsaw Charter established. 

Autumn 2: Celebrating 

Difference 

Includes anti-bullying (cyber and homophobic bullying included) 

and understanding  

Spring 1: Dreams and Goals Includes goal-setting, aspirations, who do I want to become and 

what would I like to do for work and to contribute to society 



 

 

 

Spring 2: Healthy Me Includes drugs and alcohol education, self-esteem and 

confidence as well as healthy lifestyle choices, sleep, nutrition, 

rest and exercise 

Summer 1: Relationships Includes understanding friendship, family and other 

relationships, conflict resolution and communication skills, 

bereavement and loss 

Summer 2: Changing Me Includes Relationships and Sex Education in the context of 

coping positively with change 

 

 

The World Around Us Vision and Intent 

We want everyone at our school to become enthusiastic adventurers, geographers, historians and 

learners, who are inquisitive about the world around them. The World Around Us curriculum is 

designed to ensure pupils leave Willow with the knowledge and awareness of the world around us 

and an understanding of how cultures, places and people can differ and also be the same.  

 

As children progress through our curriculum, they should be encouraged to enjoy enquiring about the 

world around them, as well as their place in it. We want to inspire our children to be adventurous, 

happy and explorative in the world that we live in and we encourage our children to notice the 

positive effect that time outside exploring can have on our well-being.   

 

By embracing the diversity of the physical, human and religious world and becoming worldy-wise, 

children will be prepared for success within modern Britain and the wider world outside of Willow 

School. We nurture children’s natural curiosity and encourage communication and discussion about 

issues effecting people around the world and consider ways in which we can contribute to society and 

local and global issues.   

 

How The World Around Us Taught 

The World Around Us curriculum has been carefully designed to provide pupils with a broad 

understanding of the world, whilst equipping them with the skills to flourish and thrive within it.  

Each term a different topic is covered. These topics have been carefully planned to cover elements of 

history, geography, religion, influential figures, life skills and culture. The topics are outlined below: 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Season A What is in our local area? How can I shape the future? 
How has the past changed 

our lives today? 



 

 

 

 

The World Around Us is taught daily to pupils at Willow School to ensure consolidation and immersion 

within our underpinning learning. Pupils will access learning through exploration, creativity, written 

work, drama and practical activity to ensure they acquire the knowledge and skills each term. In 

addition to this, learning will be supplemented with the celebration of key events and responses to 

local and global events as well as regular visitors, speakers and visits to only engage and embed 

knowledge further.  

From Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3, objectives and topics are mapped progressively to ensure challenge 

and the development of new knowledge year on year.  

Creativity Vision and Intent 

Our creativity curriculum, including art and design technology, has been designed to provide pupils to 

the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge, as well as expressing themselves and finding ways to 

be mindful.  

Art: As a school, we nurture creativity, imagination, and inventiveness. We believe that art gives our 

pupils the skills, concepts, and knowledge necessary for them to express responses to ideas and 

experiences. It fires their imagination and is for everyone!  

 “Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes, 
your whole personality.” Quentin Blake  
 
Art should enable pupils to communicate what they see, feel and think being honest with their own 
opinions. They should experiment with their ideas, their use of colour, texture, form, pattern and 
different materials and processes. Self-evaluation of work is encouraged, and pupils are taught how to 
be resilience to achieve their goals.   
 
We research a variety of Artists, styles and skills to expose our pupils to the rich culture of the art 
world, to use inspiration to then develop our own ideas and thoughts. We introduce art language and 
engage pupils in the process artists take to develop and evolve into critical thinkers.   
 
Art is not taught just taught in a designated Art lesson, but wherever appropriate it is linked to topics 
and the wider curriculum and as it gives children the opportunities to bring a topic to life. We use our 
special whole school curriculum days to bring in a love of art and create whole school displays. Pupils 
also explore ideas and meanings through the work of artists and designers. We invite specialist artists 
in to work with the children, to inspire them and challenge their thinking and creativity. We give 
children the opportunities to visit museums and galleries, developing their skills of observation and 
evaluation.   
 

DT: Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous, and practical subject. Using creativity and 
inspiration, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems, within a variety of 
contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. We teach our pupils to tap into 

Season B Why do we celebrate? 
Who are our everyday 

superheroes? 

Would our lives be different 

in another country? 



 

 

 

their own opinions and ideas developing an honest approach and build them individually as 
designers.  
 
 Our pupils are taught to select and use appropriate tools safely and effectively to make a product. In 
all areas of Design and Technology the children are encouraged to consider the effectiveness of their 
designs and requirements of the product. Everyone will have the opportunity to learn and extend 
their understanding, experience, and application in the use of technology in as wide a variety of 
situations as possible developing a pathway to success.  
 
We nurture our children, and they are introduced and supported in their learning about what is 
healthy and good for our bodies. The children develop a deep and secure understanding of how to 
prepare and cook healthy meals and develop their design and technology language to support their 
problem solving and creative applications.  
 

How Creativity is Taught 

Throughout the year, each term will alternate between Art and Design and Technology. Pupils will 

following the planned curriculum, developing skills and knowledge, and in addition be provided with 

opportunities to develop cross-curricular links and deepen their understanding.  

The World Around Us curriculum will provide links, with opportunities to explore culture, religion, 

history and geography. Local visits, school trips, local walks and visitors will be an underpinning part of 

our Creativity curriculum, providing inspiring opportunities for all pupils.  

When working in art, we use sketchbooks to record experience and imagination, to help the children 

develop their ideas and to show progression in their artistic ability. We encourage children to work on 

their own and collaborating with others on projects in two and three dimensions and on small and 

large scales to develop their own levels of success.  

 

Our Creativity curriculum has been planned in a spiral way, allowing pupils to build on the previous 

year’s knowledge, consolidating and developing new skills as they journey through the branches of 

Willow School. 

 

As pupils enter Key Stage 3, their art lessons will change structure and be completed through a 

project based approach – exploring artists, experimenting in their styles and then taking elements or 

styles from each to create their own independent final piece.  

 

PE Vision and Intent  

At Willow School, we believe everyone should have access to a high-quality Physical Education (PE) 

curriculum and PE should be an integral part of the whole school curriculum. Our school recognises 

the benefits high quality PE provision and school sport can give to all pupils – benefiting their physical 

and mental health. 



 

 

 

Our PE curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils develop physical literacy and the fundamental 

knowledge, understanding and skills to excel in a wide range of physical activities, by providing a 

broad & balanced curriculum with opportunities for all. 

Our PE curriculum contributes to healthy and active lifestyles; improve emotional and physical well-

being and successfully develop key skills such as leadership, confidence, social and team building 

skills. 

Physical education inspires pupils to be active and supports them in their understanding of how to 

participate safely and effectively. Our PE curriculum aspires to be inclusive to ensure that pupils of all 

abilities access the range of activities on offer and that they are physically active for sustained 

periods. Regular participation in sport and physical activity can help to encourage a healthy lifestyle; 

improve physical fitness; promote good health; instil self- discipline; develop communication skills; 

improve self- confidence; reduce stress and develop happy, lifelong learners. 

A high-quality PE curriculum can also inspire pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport. We will 

endeavour to provide opportunities for all pupils to participate in competitive sports and activities 

both in and beyond the curriculum. 

By covering a range of sports from across the world and celebrating key sporting heroes and events, 

we can clearly demonstrate our key driver of being worldly wise. 

 

How PE is taught: 

PE will be taught twice a week and on these days pupils are asked to attend school in their PE kits to 

maximise learning time.  

Each term, the pupils will access two different sessions. These sessions have been mapped to ensure 

pupils learn a range of skills throughout the year from invasion games to net and ball to striking and 

fielding.  

We aim to enrich our PE curriculum to provide pupils with stimulating and inspiring opportunities to 

discover new hobbies and talents, whilst developing their own skills. These sessions have also been 

carefully planned to support sensory needs, as well as benefiting physical and mental health.  

Computing Vision and Intent 

Our Computing curriculum is built in a spiral way, which encourages our pupils to build upon, and 

learn, new skills and knowledge. Computing provides a breadth of opportunities for our pupils to 

develop their communication skills, with one another, but also online and the ways in which this can 

be done. Pupils will learn, through Computer Science and specifically Computational Thinking, how to 

solve problems and apply these solutions in the real world.  They will also learn how to network 

responsibly – reaching a global audience through the internet.  

 



 

 

 

 
Our curriculum aims to educate pupils on the positive and negative ways technology can impact our 

lives. Pupils will learn, through Digital Literacy, how to maintain a positive online reputation, 

successfully manage online relationships, how to nurture their self-image and identity and how to 

keep themselves and others safe online and maintaining their own well-being. Pupils will be 

encouraged to make links between Computing and our Relationships PSHE unit.  

 

Throughout the spiral curriculum, pupils should learn a wide range of skills and be aware of the 

different areas within computing. We aim for our pupils to be equipped with the skills needed to 

enter the next stage of their education, as well as considering how technology could be incorporated 

into their life or future career. 

 

How Computing Taught: 
 
Computing is taught weekly using online components from Teach Computing. Where possible, cross 

curricular links are made to deepen learning and provide purposeful outcomes for the pupils. 

Throughout other curriculum areas, pupils will have opportunities to use a wide range of technology 

and therefore learning will be extended beyond the weekly lesson. 

 

Throughout our curriculum, pupils will cover the following topics, often within a spiral providing 

consolidation and extension: 

 

• Algorithms — Be able to comprehend, design, create, and evaluate algorithms  

• Computer networks — Understand how networks can be used to retrieve and share information, 

and how they come with associated risks  

• Computer systems — Understand what a computer is, and how its constituent parts function 

together as a whole  

• Creating media — Select and create a range of media including text, images, sounds, and video  

• Data and information — Understand how data is stored, organised, and used to represent real-

world artefacts and scenarios  

• Design and development — Understand the activities involved in planning, creating, and evaluating 

computing artefacts  

• Effective use of tools — Use software tools to support computing work  

• Impact of technology — Understand how individuals, systems, and society as a whole interact with 

computer systems  

• Programming — Create software to allow computers to solve problems  

• Safety and security — Understand risks when using technology, and how to protect individuals and 

systems  

 

Computing is supplemented with external visits from the StaySafe Partnership, providing workshops 
on: 

• Internet safety 

• Online relationships 

• Gambling 

 



 

 

 

Science Vision and Intent  

 

Through science lessons at Willow School, our vision is for the children to be curious and inquisitive 

about the world around them, and excited for the future. Pupils are provided with opportunities to 

learn, explore and apply concepts to their own lives, developing our young people into global citizens 

of the 21st century. It is our intention that the children will learn the scientific skills required to 

understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the future, opening up the possibility 

of entering STEM professions in the future.  

 

Knowledge in science is progressive and builds on the children’s prior learning. By the end of Key 

Stage 3, the children will have developed scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through 

the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. They will develop an understanding of the 

nature, processes and methods of science through different types of scientific enquiry that help them 

to ask and answer scientific questions about the world around them. Pupils will be able to describe 

associated processes and key characteristics in a common language, and will use technical 

terminology accurately and precisely, building up an extended specialist vocabulary throughout their 

time at Willow School. 

 

How Science is Taught 

 

Science is taught on a weekly basis 

 

Children are encouraged to ask their own questions and are given opportunities to use their scientific 

skills and research to discover the answers. This curiosity is celebrated within the classroom. Teachers 

ask a range of questions which enable all children to take part, listening carefully to answers and 

taking learning forward, using open and closed questions and allowing children time to think.  New 

vocabulary and challenging concepts are introduced through direct teaching. 

 

To support learning further, FROGS are used which ensure pupils are familiar with the different types 

of scientific enquiry and these are referred to throughout each Branch in school. Each lesson, pupils 

will be asked which form of scientific enquiry are they using. 

 

Enrichment  



 

 

 

In addition to our taught curriculum, we provide weekly enrichment for our pupils. These 

opportunities have been carefully mapped to supplement our curriculum, whilst nurturing, inspiring 

and developing our pupil’s knowledge of the wider world.  

Our enrichment offer links carefully to our World Around Us and PSHE topics and aims to develop 

independence, social skills and life skills for our pupils. Our enrichment will take place throughout the 

year and may include: 

• Forest schools  

• Music 

• Animal care 

• First aid 

• Bikeability and road safety 

Assessment of Pupils 

Upon entry, many pupils are operating at lower levels than the national expectation for their key stage 

groups. The school places a high emphasis on pupils’ personal development in addition to their 

academic progress.  

When a child arrives at Willow School, it is key for staff to get to know them, academically and socially, 

to ensure we provide them with tailored support to enable them to reach their full potential.   

During the initial transition period and the following 2 weeks after, pupils are informally assessed 

using a bespoke Holistic Pupil Assessment tool, which includes information about the pupils’ 

educational statistics, social influences and circumstantial history. It is then centred around eight key 

areas of learning set in the Autism Education Trust framework (Emotional Understanding and Self-

Awareness; Social Understanding and Relationships; Communication and Interaction; Healthy Living; 

Learning and Engagement; Sensory Processing; Interests, Routines and Processing; Independence and 

Community Participation).  

Within 4 weeks of arrival, pupils are assessed in their reading, writing and maths abilities using our 

bespoke 30-point assessment system, which is broken down into 3-point increments using ‘I can’ 

statements designed using the National Curriculum assessment frameworks.  

As well as these bespoke assessment methods, Willow school work with external agencies to 

complete alternative baseline assessments, to ensure any gaps in knowledge and skills are identified 

and targeted for support.   

Trails  

Pupils will follow one of three colour-coded ‘trails’ through school, determined by the analysis of the 

Holistic Pupil Assessment.  

Holistic Pupil Assessment 



 

 

 

 

Assessment Periods  

Assessment will take place at 3 intervals throughout the year:  

• End of Autumn term (Assessment Period 1)  

• End of Spring term (Assessment Period 2)  

• End of Summer term (Assessment Period 3)  

New pupils will have a baseline assessment using the HPA tool, as well as assessments in Reading, 

Writing and Maths.  

Pupil Risk Assessments are a ‘working document’ to be adapted as required. Regular periods are 

timetabled for staff to familiarise themselves with all PRA’s and work collaboratively to add or amend 

details.  

Assessment Recording  

Assessments are recorded on to a specific tab within BromCom.  

BromCom are used to record assessments for: HPA, Reading, Writing and Maths.  

End of unit quiz scores and other low-stake assessments are recorded and kept in the assessment 

section of each curriculum subject folder.  

PSHE Assessment: 

At the end of each PSHE lessons, pupils will self-assess their learning against the given objectives by 

ticking, marking or colouring their reflection of the lesson.  

Alongside this, teachers will record the progress of each child during the lesson by highlighting their 

achievements or areas of difficulty within each lesson. Any areas of focus will be picked up 

throughout the week and additional time will be spent on this during well-being time or target time. 

Any misconceptions will be identified and added to the following term’s Medium Term Plan overview 

to be addressed before beginning the new unit.  

The World Around Us and Creativity Assessment: 

At the end of each unit, a Thinking Square will be completed to find what pupils have learnt and 

remembered throughout the topic. This will be written, scribed, verbal or answered using picture 

cards, where appropriate. The Thinking Square will show any gaps within learning for teachers to 

revisit or be planned for again within the curriculum.  

Education Health Care Plans 

Education Health Care Plans will be reviewed yearly (unless an early review is needed) alongside 

parents, carers, school staff and any outside agencies. Targets and provision will be reviewed at this 

time and new areas set. These plans will be worked on daily by school staff and inform the pupils well-



 

 

 

being and target time each week. Larger targets may be broken down into smaller ones, which will 

appear on pupil’s Support Plans. 

Support Plans 

Support Plans will be working documents for staff, who will continually update progress and set new 

targets where appropriate. These targets may feed from baseline or summative assessments, as well 

as day to day areas of need. Support Plans will be reviewed three times a year in line with the SEN 

Code of Practice with school staff and parents and carers.  

Monitoring Arrangements 

The proprietors monitor coverage of curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory 

requirements through:  

• Meetings with the Head Teacher and Chair of Governors 

• Regular visits in school with outlined focuses throughout the year. These visits will include: 

meeting with the Senior Leadership Team, observations, learning walks, book looks, deep 

dives and staff and pupil interviews in order to triangulate and evaluate what has been. 

• Following each visit, a clear, detailed report with successes and next steps will be shared with 

the Senior Leadership Team. These next steps will then be returned to following the next visit. 

• Governors will be assigned to an area of the Independent School Standards and, where 

appropriate, specific areas of the School Development Plan. Regular monitoring visits will take 

place in line with the school monitoring cycle and an expectation to feed back at the 

governors meeting.  

Senior Leaders monitor progress and the way subjects are taught throughout the school by:  

• Regular meetings  

• Lesson observations  

• Book monitoring  

• Student voice  

• Learning walks  

• Subject deep dives 

• Pupil progress meetings  

• Assessment data analysis 

• Attendance data analysis 
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